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OUR ESCAPE FROM DELHI. 


BY 
GEORGE WAGENTREIBER 


Editor Dethi Sketch Book. 
—— 


On the 11th of May 1857, early in the forenoon, a report prevailed 
outside the city of Delhi, where I resided, that some sowars of the 3rd 
Light Cavalry had entered the city by the Calcutta gate, and were mur- 
dering right and left and committing all sorts of excesses. The reporte 
brought by natives varied as to the number of sowars ; by some they were 
stated to be two hundred and fifty, whilst others estimated them at fifteen. | 
On going down to my usual avocations in the city, about 10 a. m., I found. 
the Cashmere gate closed, and in the space of ground facing it, there were. 
rbout 10 or 12 of the Residency sowars, from whom I could gain no 
further information than that no person was allowed to go into the city. 
All seemed quiet enough, but people about me said there was a great 
disturbance near Deriowgunj. Finding I could not obtain admittance, I 
went back to my house where [ found my family and servants in a state 
of alarm, in consequence of the report which had reached them of the 
extent of the outbreak. Soon after my arrival, I wrote to a neighbour, 
Doctor Balfour, and asked him for some particulars of the disturbance, . 
and concluded by sdvising him to come with his family to my bun- 
galow, which having a tiled roof was not likely to prove so combustible 
as athatched one, and there make our stand. He replied that there 
was no cause for alarm and that it would be advisable not to show any 
signs of anxiety. Itherefore loaded my fire-arms, and removing them. 
with my family all into one room, prepared to resist any attempt that 
might be made on my property. Meanwhile my servants brought various 
reports from those who had just come from thecity, some stating that 7 
or 8 Europeans (including the Resident, Mr. Simon Fraser) had beer, 
murdered, and that the sowars were like fiends, shooting down every. 
white man, woman and child, without mercy. Fires were blazing, 
in the direction of Deriowgunj, and it was soon reported that the sowars 
had come from Meerut, where they had-committed frightful excesses the. 
might befure, and that they were a portion of the 3rd Light Cavalry who 
had been sentenced to 10 years imprisonment for mutiuous conduct, in — 
having disobeyed the orders of their officers on parade. With the know- 
Jedge that revenge was the principal object of their visit and the certainty 
taat they were acting more like fiends than: men, matters assumed a. 

eriaus aspect, and we began to think of seeking safety in flight, Our 
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work-péople soon asked permission to leave our compound and go home 
and only a few domestics remained with us. All this time firing was 
heard in the direction of the city, and we were told that the Treasury: 
and Bank were looted, the several Europeans employed in them, having - 
been murdered. --The 54ta N..I had mean while proceeded from Canton- 
ments to the City, accgmpinied by 2 guus from Capt. DeTeesier’s. Battery. 
These marched through the Cashmere Gate and Main Guard ‘in order, 
bnt as soon as they had reached the ruad nearly in front of the Church 
the sepoys of the 54th sudijeuly ran on one side, leaving their Officers in 
the middle of the road ; at the sim? time a small party of the troopers gal- 
loped forward and suddenly pulling up short, fired at the ill-fated Officers. 
The only one who had fire-arms was Cul. Ripley, and he minaged to kill 
two of his assailants, or badly wound them, before he himself feil. mortally 
wounled, The remainder, Capts, Smith and Burrowes, Licuts. Edwardes 
aod. Waterfield, and Doctor Dopping were then coolly pi-toled; the 
men of their regiment looking calmly on at the butchery, und when ordered 
to fire, making a display of dving so over the heads of the murderous 
troopers, or positively refusing to obey any orders what-ozver. The 38th 
L. I. and 74th N. I. were then sent down with two guns, but it became 
evident that their presence at the scene of action only increased the danger- 
ous character of the outbreak,.as they were in a state of open mutiny, and 
under no sort of discipline. All this time the massacre was being perpe- 
trated at Deriowgunj: the Dawk bungalow was burnt, tegether ‘with 
several other houses near it, and the inmates ruchles-ly butchered, 
The Treasury and Bank were lvoted, the Church and the Delhi. 
Gazctte Press destroyed, and the College, and all public offices, either 
set on fire or battere_ down. Private houses were entered by troopers, 
(their horses being held at the - gates. of. the gardens,) who said they | 
did not come for lact, but life; and when they were disappointed 
in their greed for European blood, , they let in the budmashes of 
‘the city, who in the space of an hour cleared out the bess-regulat-_ 
ed houses, from ‘punkah to floor cloth. They then either set fire to the 
house, or, if it was not of an inflammable nature, they puiled out the doors 
and window frames and ; in some c:ses the beams from the roofs. In the 
Church the ruffiins found ample employment, they tore the monumental 
slabs from the walls. stole the plate, and actually went into the bell 
tower, ‘were after tolling the bells in mockery, for a time, they loosened 
them and let them fall into the Oaurch below. a 

As soon a3 the troopers had shot down all the officers of the 
54th N. I, they dismounted, and going up to the 54th, shook 
hands with the men, utteriug wordsof congratulation, and I conclude, 
thanks for their forbearance ; the gates were closed and barricadoed, so 
that no ona could e espe from the city ; and had in not been fir several 
acts of kindness rendered by individuals (in one o: two instances by 
sepoys themselves,) not one Christian iu that city would hwve lived to 
tell the tale oo 3 , 

Upon hearing the real state of the case, it became evident that our 
position in our own house, was extremely hazardous; and a friend 
driving up and telling us that all in the Civil lines were going up to the 
Brigadier’s house in Cantonments, we drove up, taking with us only a 
small supply of necessaries for tne child, and my fire arms. | ‘ 
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On arrival at the Brigadier’s, we learnt that ‘the ladies and gentle- 
men had all loft, whither, the sepoys on duty did not know, or did not 
choose to tell us ; we ther2fore followed Dr. Balfour's buggy, in the 
direction of our own house. On arriving there, Mr. Murphy, Deputy 
Collector of Customs, came over and begged of us to come to his house, 
as it was a pucka one, and we accordingly went, forming a party of 6 
gentlemen, and 8 or 10 ladies. We were well armed, and determined 
there to make a stand, or at least defend the ladies and ourselves as long 
as we were able, It was not long however before a report reached us, that 
the Cantonm:nt ladies were congregated at the Flag-staff tower, where the 
Brigadier and several other officers also were, and as at the same time, we 
heard that a paity of the troopers had emerged from the Lahore gate of the 
City, and were coming up the centre road into the Civil lines, we packed 
off the ladies in carriages, ourselves following on foot, carrying, each three 
or four guns. The tower was distant a mile and the wind blowing like a 
furnace blast, which, together with the mid-day sun, affected poor Mr, 
McWhirter so much, that he was near fainting, and seeing au empty buggy 
in advance of us, we seized it, pushed him in, I following, and drove up 
the hill to the tower. | 

Here we found a large number of ladies and children, collected in a 
round room, some 18 feet in diameter. Servants, mule and female, were 
huddled tozether with them ; many ladies were in a fainting condition 
from extreme heat and nervous excitement, and all-wore that expression 
‘of anxiety so near akin to despair. Here were wives made widows in one 
short hour mourning their husband’s murder, sisters weeping over the 
report of a brother’s death, and some there were whose husbands were still 
on duty, in the midst of the disaffected sepoys, of whose fate they were 
as yet ignorant. It was a Black-hole in miniature, with all but the last 
hotrible features of that dreadful prison, and I was glad even to stand in 
the sun to escape the scene and to catch a breath of fresh air. 


For some hours we remained here ; the two remaining guns of the 
Light Field Battery pointing down the hill towards the city,a Company 
of the 38th Light Infantry on the right, with piled arms, and the Chris- 
tian drummers of the three regiments, and others, well armed, on 
the lef. | 


From what we had heard of the troops, it was very evident 
that the fid:lity of the small body of Native Infantry with us, could not 
be relied on. It was put tothe test by the Brigsdier and Brigade Major, 
hafanguing them and reasoning with them. Their replies were disres-. 
pectful, not t> say offensive ; and they were altogether in such a dis- 
o:ganized state, that it became necessary for us to look to ourselves. 
- Muskets were brought in, together with ammunition, and it was the 
intention of the Brigadier to defend the Tower, in the hope that assistance 
would arrive from Meerut: the native troops we certainly could not 
depend upon, but, we formed a pretty large body of Europeaus, and 
were we. armed, so that we might hive held our own for several hours, 
by which time, it was only natura) to suppose, succour would be near 
us. However, a little before 4x. u.,@ puff of white smoke, followed by 
@ magnificent coronal of red dust, high above the city walls, told. us 
the Magazine iu the city had exploded, The report which followed | wa 
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dened thud, was all we heard after 
rushed to their arms, with loud 
symptoms 


breathlessly listened for, but only a dea 
‘the lapse of a few seconds. The sepoys 
cries of “« Deen deen deen,” and on my wife showing unmistakable s} 
of the meaning of this, I, most uuwillngly consented to get into our 
carriage, and-seek safety in flight. Many endeavoured to overrule this 
determination, but we were firm, and were soon driving rapidly down 
the hill through Cantoments. | 

My wife knew of'a garden house about five miles on the Kurnaul 
road, belonging to Nawab Zea-ood-deen Khan; a natiive gentleman to whom 
I had several times been of triding service, and who had frequently invit- 
ed us to come andremaina week at his garden house. We therefore felt 
secure inside his walls, where we soon found ourselves; but it was a 
miserable place, and seemed doubly dreary under the circumstances in 
which we were placed. The servant in charge readily promised us 
shelter, advising w.e to go up to the roof of the house, as it was only for 
me thatthe Mutineers would search ; I consented, and was soon on the 
roof, with my step-daughter and my infant, my wife remaining below to 
" put them “ off the scent,” if any should come to seek us. During the 
first part of the night, the beautiful moon rose in all her splendour, and 
through her white soft light the lurid glare of many a fire in Cantonments, 
flickering and blazing above the trees, told that the work of destruction 
was still going on. Shots we could distinctly hear, and ever and anon 
a couple of louder reports from field pieces, set us wondering what: — 
could have caused their discharge, We tried to sleep but could not, 
there was such a weight of sorrow, such a sense of loneliness upon our 
hearts, and adread of what was to come. And, with the knowledge that 
our houses were plund-red and burned, and that we had not even a_ 
change of linen, nor so muchas one rupee with us, we felt thankful 
to all bountiful Providence for sparing out lives, and permitting us to 
remain together, and: we hoped on. 
| It was now near midnight, and our coachman whom we had sent to 
‘try and get some money and food, had not returned. : We gave up all idea 
of his fidelity, and, soon after, were told by the Nawaub’s servant that 
the only syce we had with us, had also absconded ; nor were we comforted 
by the information, that all the people -we had left there had deserted 
the flag-staff tower, and were on their way to Shalimar gardens—and 
‘that we had better follow them! We remonstrated with the Nawaub’s 
servant, and told him we could not leave at that hour, (between 12 and 
o'clock at night) but he said we were known to be there, that some 
20 sowars had already been-making enquiries fur us and that in fact-the 
Nawub himself was our enemy and would not spare his life if he sheltered 
us! Matters were thus desperate, and there was nothing left for us 
‘but flight, so, in the absence of any assistance, my wife harnessed 
the horses with her own hands, put them to, and mounting the box, 
drove out of the compound. 

Before we entered upon the high road, my 
keep my fire-arms at land, so | took a double 
‘with ball, and my pistols, on the box with me, leaving two rifles inside ; 
and telling my step-daughter,’ &ho was inside the carriage with the 
‘child, to hand them the moment I fired, we commended ourselves to the 
protection of the Mo.t High, -and entered upon the Grand Tronk Road, 


dear wife advised me to 
barrebled gun loaded 
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_ 'Wemay have proceeded a. mile, when my wife pointed out to 
me a crowd of people drawn up on both sides of the road in advance of us. 
They were evidently after no good, so 1 prepared to protect myself and 
family. As we approached, they closed in across the read, aod I presented 
my gun at them, which had the effectof keeping them off, but they 
followed the carriage howling and screaming and flourishing clubs and 
sticks in a very menacing manner. We left them far behind, but only 
to fall in with a second body ; this time more numerous and formidas 
ble. Aswe approached, they drew across the road in front of our 
horses, holding up spears, swords and lathees ina threatening manner,’ 
and loudly calling out “,ékammo.” To this I replied by pointing my gun 
and calling ont “hut jao:” but one, more daring than the rest, 
stept forward and seized the reins, and I, seeing nothing else 
for it, fired, the rascal falling baside the carriage. Tne remainder 
fell back, my wife whipped up the horses and dashed on, but the 
ruffians followed very fast, and thinking they were gaining on us, I 
fired a rifle shot, and hit one man (the foremost) in the abdomen : he 
fell, and the others contented thems:lves with howling and heaping abuse 
upon the head of myself and my family for many generations, 
~~ We were a little ahead, and I got down to put the harness in order, 
and to re-load my empty guns; after which we resumed our journey,’ 
But we had not proceeded far, before we came upon another body, this 
time they ‘rushed forward and struck our horses on the heads with heavy. 
lathees. I immediately shot one down, and we proceeded onwards, 
pursued by the enemy, howling and screaming that they would have* 
my life. We soon came upon apnirty ofthe 38th Light Infantry, 
_ returning from the musketry Depét at Umballa. These men had’ 
their muskets in their hands, and on our passing, they called out to ns" 
not to goon. Seeing a large body of dacoits in advance, we determined’ 
to return and seek tlie protection of these sepoys, but on turning the car- 
_ Tiage, we found ourselves completely surrounded by daccits, the party we. 
had left behind having come up, collecting numbers on their way 3: 
and a conisderable number in advance. Finding this to be case, we’ 
called upon the sepoys to protect us, my wife saying that she wag 
“Sekunder’s daughter,” and entitled to the protection of all good: 
soldiers. In an instant 4 or 5 of them stepped forward and standing 
beside our carriage, levelled their muskets at our enemies, telling them’ 
to keep off or they would certainly fire. Upon this, one of thé 
dacoits, apparently the leader, stepped to the front and said something,’ 
_ (we could not catch what) to the sepoys, which appeared to alter 
the aspect of affairs, as the Havildar in command of the party suddenly 
called those away who seemed ready to assist us, and told. us in a 
Joud peremptory tone to go on our way. My poor wife was horrors 
stricken, and entreated them in the most piteous tones to save us, 
or if they would not save us, to put an end to our existence; 
thd not let us fall into the hands of the dacoits: but they said 
no, they would not molest us, and could not protect us, and in spite of 
all prayers and entreaties left us to our fate. I then told my wife to turn 
the carriage once more towards Kurnaul, and put the horses to speed, E 
myself standing up to make better use of my weapons, We dashed on 
and were on it, before we perceived a strong rope tied across the road at 


[. @ } 


tid end’ of a. pucka bridge. Fortunately. my wife is a fivst-rate whip. ;- 
the rallied the horses, pulled them. up sharp'y as they stumbled over: 
the rope, and all the damage the carriage sustained was a bend in -the 
step iron, and some severe cuts in the hood: the horses were cut, but: 
whether in this attack or any previous one I cannot tell. The dacoits. 
made sure of us this time ; one dating rascal advanced with a long 
heavy iron-shod lathee and. struck my poor wife a dreadfal blow on. 
the right arm and leg, while another got on the hood from, behind and 
attempted tocut through it witha tulwar, but I shot’ both villains, 
dead ; npoa which the remainder of the party fell back, hesitated and 
finally left us to pursue our j urney ; they yelling in the most horrible 
manner, after the fashion peculiar to Goojurs. After this we were. 
not molested at close quarters, the villains confining their attacks. to: 
throwing spears, lathees, and heavy stones.at us in showers, from behing 
the parapets of bridges, but which most providentially struck none. 
of us One of our mares sustained some severe cuts and -bruises, and. 
the carriage bore marks of great ill usage. | Me 
I received.a, hard knock on the n«p2 of my neck (intended for 
my head) and a sword cut on my left arm. One- of my pistals was 
smashed by. a heavy blow, and the Damascus barrel will bear the iron- 
xing marks as, long as it remains in existence. | : 
During all these attacks, mot one word of fear eseaped either my 
wife or step-daughter, and the child slept peacefully in the arms of the 
Jatter. Such devotion and bravery is of rare occurrence and worthy 
of the highest admiration! Had either of them sereamed or shown any 
signs of alarm, I might have lost nerve, and been unable to take accurate 
aim at our assuilants ; as it wasI did not throw away a single shot ; 
I killed four and wounded two, and, under heaven, this precision saved 
us from being brutally murdered. | | io 
_ By break of day we found ourselves about 25 miles from Detht, op- 
posite a; Thanna, and I, finding the mares as completely fagged as our. 
selves, determined to give.them some rest and water. I at the same time 
took this opportunity to straighten.the step-iron. Whilst talking to scme’ 
people, who-had collected round, some villagers asked us to go inte their 
village and they would. protect us; but although they seemed disposed 
to.assist us, their appearance was not prepossessing and I could not avoid 
a feeling of doubt a3 to their intentions Atlength one old man, who 
said he had been.in the late Col. Skinner’s service, stepped forward‘and 
volunteered to conduct us as far as. Carberry, (near Panceput,) where the 
Skinner family have an estate. Heasked for some earnest of our inten- 
tion to reward him, and my wife, gave her gold watch, promising 200 ru- 
pees when he returned it to her. (Tne old man breught it’ to Kurnaul 
soon after our arrival, and refused to take any money from us, but I gave 
him a note describing the nature and extent of services rendered.) 

We now started, with a feeling of comparative safety, the old man 
en the box, and his Bhaee behind the cartiage. We met. several suspi- 
cious persons in parties, but on seeing the old man with us, they one 
and all made a low obeisance to us, and gave a cunning glance of recog- 
nition to our guide. In this way we travelled up t> about 1) a. ™, 
of the 12th instant, when we arrived at a Dawk-bungalow, and the peo- 
ple about it telling us that a large party of fugitives had left only a short: 
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sime before, we quenched:our thirst with a draft of very bad tepid water, 
and resumed our journey. About an.hour after, we saw the party a mile or 
so in advance, and, on. coming up with them, found it to consist of Mr; 
LeBas, C. S.,. Judge of. Delhi, Brigadier Graves, Captain Nicoll, Lieuts, | 
Grant, Taylor, Mew, Drummond and the Serjt. Major 74th N, L 

We now considered ourselves a strong party. ; all were travelling in. 
carriages, with. led horses behiad them ; and at a walk, we pursued our. 
way, up to the Faneeput Dak bungalow, into which we turned, glad. 
enough to get some-food and some cool water to drink ; having been 
without a morsel to.eat for more than 24 hours, and exposed to the hot 
sun and hotter wind the whole of that day. After we had refreshed our- 
selves, we resumed our. Journey towards Kurnaul, reinforced by sowars. 
from. the Kotwallee ; the Kotwal accompanying usin person, By 8 P. x, 
we were at the Tehseeldaree of Paneeput, where we halted to allow some 
of the horses to come up and to give those in the carriages rest and wa- 
ter. About half past eight p, m., we left, and without further molesta- 
tion, arrived at Kurnaul.at.3 a. mu. of the 13th. My wife and myself: 
were so-wearied, that neither of us could keep our eyes open, rather a ne- 
cessary arrangement, as we relieved each other of the reins. Those only. 
who experienced the troubles and dangers of the llth of May at Delhi, 
can fully appreciate-our feelings, when we faund.ourselves far away from, 
the polluted city, well housed and cared for. , 


“THE WAGENTREIBERS.” 
“ And now ! are not the deeds of the Wagentreibers, tho’ he wear 
& rounc hat. and she acrinoline, as worthy of imperishable verse as those 
of the heroic pair whose nuptials graced the Court of Charlemagne? A 
more touching picture than that of the-brave-man, contending with well. 
nerved arm against.the black and threatening fate impending over his. 
wife and child; we have never seen ! Here was'no strife for the glory of 
physical prowess, or the spoil of shining arms ; buta conquest of: the bu.. 
man mind ; an assertion of the powers of the intellect over the most ap- 
palling and paralyzing array of circumstance that could assail a human. 
being ! Men have become grey in front: of sudden and unexpected peril, 
_ and in ancient days, .so-much was courage a matter of heroics and mere in-. 
stinct, that we read in immortal verse of heroes struck with panic and 
flying before the enemy. But the savage Gaojurs, with their horse war 
cry, and swarming like wasps around the Wagentreibers, struck no ter- 
ror into the brave man’s heart ;. his heroism was.not the wild ebullition of: 
despair, but like that of his wife, calm and wise. | 
_ “Standing upright that he might. use his arms better”! And indeed, 
throughout this.rebellion, there have been shown traits of heroism that will 
live so-long as British History continues to be read. There is one im- 
oe conclusion that: we would draw from the tale of. the Wagetrei- 
ers ; when you have to do with the enffians.of the jungles, put: on a bold: 
front, and show: fight. even when the odds are’desperate; to tempo-. 
rise with them is ruin.” | 3 


Extract from the Madras. Athenaeum, August 9th 1857.. 
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